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General
1. | there were three distinet economlc periocds
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in the USSR, (1) From 1946 until 1948 - when
everyohing was rationed and llving conditions were rather
difficult. Almost any commodity could be bought during those
years but few people could afford to buy beyond thelr rations.
(2) From 1948 when rationing was ended untll summer 1950, This
period was marked by a steady lmprovement in the supply of most
goods and by periodic price reductlons up to 20 percent for a
great many items. (3) Beginning wlth the summer of 1950 there
was a gradual leveling off in the trend of reductlons. Price
cuts became rarer, were only 5-10 percent, and were usvally
restricted to a small category of goods., In order to get an
i1dea of the varying conditilons, 1t 1s necessary to quote three
separate prices--~two for the perlod 1946-1948 for the raticned
and for the unratloned goods and another price for the zame (un-
rationedg goods in 1951. (Gasoline was the only rationed produsth
in 1951, Generally, the 1951 pricee stabllized somewhere
between the former rationed price and the "free" price, These
were still above the prices of 1938, A man's shirt, for example,
cost about Rubles 500 in 1940, Rubles 1500 (free market) and 600
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"intel.lgentsia®™ and | were highly pald.
[_monthly salary was Rubles 4500; that rs of
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(rationed) in 1947 and about Rubles 1000 in 1951.':' 25X1
like to point out that the German speclalists living in the
USSR lived comparatively well | ]the aggﬂ

chemistry and physics was Rutles 6000. hief in 25X1
the Plant Management Department was paid only Rubles 1500 a

month but he had various special privileges that presumably

compensated for his low salary.) The montkly salary of an

unskilled worker ranged from Rubles 500-800; a skilled workxer

was paild Rubles 800-1000 per month.

Food

|in Sestroretsk in November 1946 we were
attached to the Soviet Navy. a mess hall and were
charged Rubles 35 per meal, The food was plentiful and the
menu varied and included soup, ables and
dessert, At that prilce, however) 25X1
|

many thinga. My monthly food budget for our family,
was about Ruble

25X1

For Runics 3000 cre could llve very well and bu
E; 8 goo-

UrIng ) ) H r 1948 i1t was Rubles
1000-1200 per month, The ordinary Soviet people lived guite
cheaply on their standard diet which consisted of cabbage with
cranberries cooked 1n it and black Fne.aa._Oﬂ_r_laI‘e occasinns
they cooked pork in their cabbage. food 25X1
prices listed below: (a1l prices are in rubles)

1946 (Un-
Products Unit / Free Market Rationed / 1951 rationed)
Bread kg 30 8 3
Butter kg 275 55 , Lo~50
Milk liter 25 (farmer) (only for bables) 2.5
Eggs one 12-15 (") 2 1.5
Potatoen kg 2 2=3 1
Onions kg 40 (1.5 when avallakle) 2.5
Tomatoses kg - - 5
Cabbage kg 2.5 (rarely available) 2-3
Pork kg 125-150 30 25
Beef kg 125-160 30 25
Fowl kg 60-80 (farmer) - 1a-1d
Chocolate bar 100 gr ZB - 12
Apples kg O - 12
Tangerine one 4 - 1.5
Oranges one (rarely avallable....) -

Until 1948 the farmers tcok bread rather than money in exchange
for those items which we usually bought from them. We traded
bread for milk, butter, sugar and fowl at the rate of about one
kg of bread for a liter of mllk., Owr bread ration was more than

‘puffilcient and we Aid not eat much of 1t. Cabbage was rarely

avallable in government stores; most people bought cabbage,
small berriles, eg,cherries and strawberriles, directly from the
small farmer. Apples were brought to the government stores from
the kolkhozes. | ]fowl, which 1s
consldered a luxury commodlty in QGermany, cost only half as much
as regular meat, Frozen potatoes, wlith dirt on them, were sold
in the open market.
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Clothing

4, Good clothing was availlable althcough i1t was of limited varieby
and expensive. After 1948 cne could buy wool clothing easlly
: but in svmmer 1950, it tesame difficult Lo ottalin and knliting
wool was almost impcssible to get. Cotton waz much zheuper
but was not used much because of the cold wezather in Leningrad.
Although synthetlc fiber did exizt, it was mush less avallab.e

than 1t had bsen in Germany during World War ITI. 25X1
the following clothing pricez: (2ll prisess are In rubles
1946 . 1951

Products / Frz=¢ Marketn Rztionsd  / Unrationed
One meter of wool - 75 200
Man's suit (tallormade) 1500 600 800
Silk dress - - 8200
‘Genuine Persian lamb

fur zoat Z5000 - 12~-15000
Shoesn (Soviet made)

(mentz) 7-800 150 250
Shoes (Czech)(ments) - - 3-400
Leather shoe gcles - 50
Rubber shoe solzs - - 12-13

D5X1 C—— a pafr of shoes in 1947 for Rubles 150 and they are still

quite serviceable., A good quality sult was cbuained by purchasing
the cloth for avout Rubles 20C per meter and having 1t made 1in a
state-owned tailorlng shop. The talloring ki1l amounted to
Rubles 175 and, with trimmilngs, the sui%t cost abkout Rubles 1200~
1500.

Luxuries

5. Luxury goods were easily availlable for those who had zmnough money.
For example, in 1951, there was a wide cholee ol Seviet, German
D5X1 and Swiss watches. [ Jbought a wrist watch whieh haws given
B good service, for Rubles 180 in 1949, This watich had steel
springs.and had been made by Thiel in the Soviet Zone of Germany.
This same watch or a comparable Soviet make suchk as "Pobeda®™
would have zost Rubles 500 1n 1951, Something which made me
suspilclous of Soviet workmanshilp in thelr watches was the great
number of waitch repalr shops., Cosmetics and perfumes were readlly
avallable and so0ld in great variety. Mest salesgirls used .
lacquer for their fingernalls and rouge for thelr lips3; thers was
no campalgn agalnst these practices as there had keen in the
Soviet Zone of Germany. Beauty shops gave permanents at very
P5X1 reasonable rates andl ] they are better than
B those given in Germany. Silk sbozkings, mads of aynthetizc Libers,
cost Rubles 41 in 1951,

Heating and Ccoking Fuels

6. The heating fuel most often used in Sestroretsk was wocd--usu-
ally birch or pine., The wood was bocught in split logs about one
meter long and then sawed in half, In 1951 wood zcst Rubles
25-30 per ecubile meter, Peat is used rarely and only in briquets;
in Gernany it 1s used directly. There was very little central

heating in private houses in Sestroetal, hut the Insvitube,
P5X1 and public places such as schools, wers centrally

eated, ew aparbtment houses in Leningrad all provided central
heating., The malne cooking Cuel used was kerca=zne, the kind we
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burned in larps in Germany and which sold for Rubles 1.8 per liter.
The kerosene was not rationed and.was scld By a house-to-house
peddler., Cooking utensils were avallable but rather expensilve.

An average cooking pot, made of enamel, cost about Rubles 50.
Aluminum cooking pots were also quite common and somewhat cheaper
than enamel ware.

Power and Electrical Appliances

Te

Until 1949 power consumption was limited to 60 kw per month per
household. After that there were no restrictions, le,current
shutoffs, as we had had in Germany. At the Institute ———no
trouble with electric current, Refrigerators, washing machines 25X1
and other electrical applisnces were displayed in shop windows
as they had been in Germany, i g'ew people who owned
refrigerators. Until 1948, light bulbs were rare dbut after that
time they became readily available and were of fair quallty. A
60-watt bulb cost about Rubles 3. All houses in Sestroretsk haa
eiectricity and most people used at least one eleatrlc heating
plate. .

Transportation :

8.

In 1946 C—Imany German cars, including Opels and Merceces.
After 1950, th~ only German cars used were BMWs (made by the
large Bayrische Motoren Werke in the Soviet Zone of sermany).
QGenerally, Soviet-manufacitured cars sBuch as Zis and Pobheda have
replaced QGerman make cars, for which spare parts were almost : 25X1
unobtainable, There was no eat difficulty in getting parts
ooid 25X1

for Soviet cars, A Sovlet
that about 90 percent of Soviet ocars were stvatve-owned, Q(asoline,
which was still rationed in 1951, cost Rubles 4 per liter dut, :

] few people used up thelr ration because

They could get most. of theilr gasolilne from chauffeurs along the
road for about Rubles 1.5 per liter. In Lenlingrad there were a
great many trolley buses and streetcars. The streetcars were
completely renewed after World War II and gave excellent

service. It was very rare that one had to walt long at a street-
car station, althougn the ocars were very crowded. The electrl-
ficatlon of the circular railroad from Leningrad to Sestroretsk
was to be completed in the summer of 195l.. ,

Roadg and Construction

e

il.

A1l roads and streets in Sestroretsk and the surrounding reglon
were either paved or hard surfaced, The materlial most frequently
used was asphalt. L—____1saw any concrete-surfaced roads and
beileve the use of. corcretevwas impractical because of heavy
frosts, I 11 Sestrcetsk the shore road was straightened
out. This wae done in the most extraordinary fashion. PFirst, a
pulldozer tore open a track and then the sand was sprayed with tar
from a special machine and finally covered with approximately two
inches of asphalt. The work proceeded at the rate of two-three
hundred meters per day. The German sclentists were horrified by
this superfilclal way of bullding a road and prophesied that it
would be ruined in a short time. After two years of relatively
heag‘y«trarfic, however, it was almost as good as when it had been
surfaced.

The Soviets are qulite proficient in tle vonstruction of heavy

machinery which requiree 1ittle precision work. All road and

raillroad construction which I saw was done by heavy machinery

such as cranes and excavators. Until 1950 these machines were

of German make and had almost certainly been taken as reparations.

After 1950 the Soviets began manufacturing them |

remember any names of the companiee producing the machinery. | | zggs:]
was particularly impressed by Soviet snow removing eqguipment,
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¢ trucks, wilth rotating disks in front, were used.
Phe ey sucked up 2nd ejected high into the air, even over

oW =» .l il tihie 1ol In spilce of heavy snow fallse, 25X1
nevoer inpeded Ly snow. In Leningrad the streets were all .

slearsd oif snow by 10 ofclock in the morning and the snow was

dumped into the Neva River.

1. Most of Leningrad 1s built of brick, [ ]surprised by 25X1
peedy construction method of the Soviets. It 1s called the

s mon svsten® and was first used in the rebuilding of Warsaw.

¢t worker does nothing put shovel mortar onto the wall,

; W worker lays the brick into place and the third worker

cementss 1t. The advantage is that the first two workers do not

nave to bo oiilled masons. The whole process 1s extremely fast;

walls vould he erected five times faster than in Germany. The

press was rull of this wonderful example of Soviet lngenulty.

T, Lrwgeand

- Industrial Mab-uials

15, Regarding the availability of industria? materials 1n the USSR,

P5X1 . | I noticed that the Soviets do not have high grads

B gtael. is shortage adversely affects the manufacture and supply

oI all tools, eg, cutting tools, which depend directly uvpon the

quality of the steel., Regarding the supply of particular tcols

which were needed in Soviet industry, the Soviets proved tvoem-

selves very adept at obtalning these from factories producing

them 1in the Sovlel Zone of Q(Germanye. (The Soviets frequently dis-

mantled a well supplied factory existing in the Soviet Zone cof

Germany and reestablished 1t i1n the USSK antl then ofl'ten rebuill

the same factory in Germany.) For exampﬁe, [ 1some :

excellent drills and cutting ctools at the Instlbute because 25X1
Stock & Company al Yelssensee, bGermany (Soviet Zone),

gpeciallzed in thelr manufacture. | JdlifTiculriss

in the procucement of pipes and tubing, because theas=2 1tems 25X1
were manufactiwed almost exclusively by Manneemann, in the Ruhr.

We Tound that 1t was easler to get a brass pipe than an ordinavy

iron one. The primary shortages were of all types of valves,

grinding toouls, tubes and piping.

16. There weis no shorltages whatsoever In screwsd, nuts, nails, wire
and bLolts as large quantities had been obtained from Germany at
the end of World War IX. The only troubld ] in this line ‘
was wlth bolts above 10 mm in dlameter. Al1l hand tools, such as 25X1
hammers, saws, files, chisele and tongs were rather scarce and

P5X1 of pcor guality. —_lhack saws, for example, were only good for

B an hour's service whereas in Germany they lasted a week. We had

gsome good quality drills and cutting tools such as reamers,

milling cutters and broaches which had come from Germany and

which were a prime target for thleves. However, Soviet manu-

factured tools of this type were soft and wore out quickly.

Grinding tools were particularly inferlor, At the Leuna subsl-

diary plant at Moosblerbaum, Austrila (| ]
D5X1 ﬁlused up two grinding wheels whereas the same type wheel of 25X1
oviet manufacture would have worn down to the axle in a month.

There was a special lactery in Moscow, called “Kalibr" wnich
made micrometers and calipers whilch were of falrly gcod quallty.
P5X1 l ]this f‘actory 1s well known as 1t rates as a medeal
and many loreigners were taken to visit 1t, Machine oils
(Uheenoel ) were generally good as they ~ame from a factory in the
Soviet Zone of Germany whilzh speclallzed in their producticon,.

P5X1 [ ]the name of thils lactory bu’c|:ri_| it 25X
B sounded French.,) 7This factory, located in Dresden, supplled 5X1
practlcally the entlire Wehrmacht with gun oil. Most metals, =uch
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a8 copper, zinc, and alumlnum were of good quality.
Occasionally, however, we had aifficulty with specilal kinds of
metals. | !na.d trouble with the cores of trans-
formers. The Soviet metal sheets would get hot 1n a short time.
When we rewound the same wire over derman metal, the trans-
formers would run for hours without heating. The only consistent
shortage in metals was of high grade steel., Shortages of

valves of every type, as well as couplings, fittings and Joints,
such as nipples and flanges were critical. We made most of the
needed valves ourselves,

-end-
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